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NOT VOTING—2
Brown (CA) Skelton

b 1350

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on rollcall Nos. 267, 268, and 269, I
was unavoidably detained away from
the Capitol. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall No. 267,
‘‘yes’’ on No. 268, and ‘‘no’’ on No. 269.
f

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 4, PER-
SONAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT OF
1995

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that in the engross-
ment of the bill, H.R. 4, the clerk be
authorized to make technical correc-
tions and conforming changes, and to
correct section references, in the bill.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Texas?

There was no objection.
f

REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT OF
CONFEREES ON H.R. 889, EMER-
GENCY SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO-
PRIATIONS AND RESCISSIONS
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE FOR FISCAL YEAR 1995

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 889) mak-
ing emergency supplemental appropria-
tions and rescissions to preserve and
enhance the military readiness of the
Department of Defense for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1995, and for
other purposes, with Senate amend-
ments thereto, disagree to the Senate
amendments, and agree to the con-
ference asked by the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Louisi-
ana?

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, I take this time to
simply note that for the last 2 days,
this side of the aisle has been trying to

find out what the process would be by
which we would go to conference, who
would be on that conference, and when
this motion would be made.

It was not until literally 2 or 3 min-
utes ago that I was informed what the
decision had been. No opportunity was
given to me to consult the members of
my committee who would not be con-
templated as being conferees and no
consultation was made on this side of
the aisle about the wisdom of dividing
conferees between the defense con-
ference and the domestic conference,
even though it is the apparent inten-
tion of the majority party to raid do-
mestic programs in order to finance de-
fense add-ons.

It was explained to us that the
Speaker was even considering the un-
precedented action of reducing the
number of Democratic conferees below
the ratio that we hold on the commit-
tee in order to provide a stacked deck
for the conference. We had no knowl-
edge about who would be on the con-
ference until just several moments ago.

Given the fact that I have had no op-
portunity at all to consult with Mem-
bers on my side of the aisle and given
the fact that the majority party appar-
ently intends to go to conference on
Tuesday and given the fact that they
can still do that if they wait until next
week to make this motion, I object.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard.

(Mr. LIVINGSTON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, as
the gentleman from Wisconsin readily
knows, for the last 40 years it has been
the rules of this House for the Speaker
of the House to determine the con-
ferees, and we have always, as Members
of the former minority, been told who
the conferees would be and have had to
adhere to the restrictions laid down by
the Speaker.

But the gentleman also might know
that I hold in my hand a list of pro-
posed conferees dated March 23, 1995,
which we gave to the gentleman as far
back as yesterday——

Mr. OBEY. Two minutes ago.
Mr. LIVINGSTON. Yesterday the

gentleman had this exact list, either
directly or through his staff. It is ex-
actly what we have been talking with
the Speaker about and have gotten
agreement on.

The gentleman’s objections are way
off base. I would simply urge all Mem-
bers to let us go to conference as rap-
idly as possible.

(Mr. OBEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I would sim-
ply note with all due respect to my
friend the gentleman from Louisiana,
that it is true that we were given a
tenative list of conferees yesterday but
at the same time we were told by per-
sons on that side of the aisle that the
Speaker was contemplating changing
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